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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (Currently amended) An interface circuit for supplying a computer logic circuit with first and 
second inputs having respectivsLfi rst and second predetermined voltage levels, that are differ from each 
other and from ground. roopeotively t the interface circuit comprising: 

a first power supply circuit for providing the first input having the first predetermined voltage 
level in response to a first supply voltage; 

a regulator for generating an output having the second predetermined voltage level in response to 
the first supply voltage; and 

a second power supply circuit for providing an output having the second predetennined voltage 
level in response to a second supply voltage that is different from the first sutmlv voltage and from 
ground. 

wherein said regulator and said second power supply circuit cooperate to provide the second input 
having the second predetennined voltage level in instances in which the second supply voltage is present 
[Land]] 

w herein aai d r e gulator oupplioa provides the oooond input having th e oeoond piodotogmined 
voltage lpypl m a moimCT independent of paid oooond power oupply circuit in in s tanc e s in w hich the 
oooond supply voltag e is unavailable* 

2. (Original) An interface circuit according to Claim 1 wherein said regulator provides the second 
input having the second predetermined voltage level in instances in which the second supply voltage is 
unavailable. 

3. (Original) An interfile circuit according to Claim 1 wherein the second input has first and 
second portions with different tolerances, and wherein said regulator is capable of supplying the first 
portion of the second input and said second power supply circuit ib capable of supplying the second 
portion of the second input. 

4. (Original) An interface circuit according to Claim 3 wherein said second power supply circuit 
comprises a power switching circuit for providing the output of said second power supply circuit as the 
second portion of the second input to the computer logic circuit in instances in which die second supply 
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voltage is present and for providing the output of said regulator as the second portion o f the second input 
to the computer logic circuit in instances in which the second supply voltage is unavailable. 

5 . (Original) An interface circuit according to Claim 4 wherein said second power supply circuit 
farther comprises a voltage detection circuit for determining if the second supply voltage is present and 
for correspondingly notifying said power switching circuit 

6. (Original) An interface circuit according to Claim 1 wherein said second power supply circuit 
comprises an isolation circuit for permitting the second supply voltage to toe provided to the computer 
logic circuit without permitting the computer logic circuit to drive the second supply voltage. 

7. (Original) An interface circuit according to Claim 1 wherein the interface circuit and the 
computer logic circuit are mounted upon an adapter card that is capable of being plugged into an adapter 
slot to thereby establish electrical contact with at least a first power rail providing the first supply voltage. 

8. (Original) An interface circuit for supplying a computer logic circuit with an input having first 
and second portions that are each at the same predetermined voltage level, the interface circuit 
comprising: 

a regulator fox generating an output having the predetermined voltage level in response to a first 
supply voltage, said regulator providing the output as the first portion of the input to the computer logic 
circuit; and 

a power supply circuit capable of providing an output having the predetermined voltage level in 
response to a second supply voltage, wherein said second power supply circuit comprises a power 
switching circuit for providing the output of said power supply circuit as the second portion of the input 
to the computer logic circuit in instances in which the second supply voltage is present and fox providing 
the output of said regulator as the second portion of the input to the computer logic circuit in instances in 
which the second supply voltage is unavailable. 

9. (Original) An interface circuit according to Claim 8 wherein the output provided by said 
regulator has a smaller tolerance than the output provided by said power supply circuit. 

10. (Original) An interface circuit according to Claim 8 wherein said second power supply circuit 
f\irther comprises a voltage detection circuit for detenriining if the second supply voltage is present and 
for correspondingly notifying said power switching circuit. 
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1 1 . (Original) An interface circuit according to Claim 8 wherein said second power supply circuit 
further comprises an isolation circuit for permitting the second supply voltage to be provided to the 
computer logic circuit without permitting the computer logic circuit to drive the second supply voltage. 

1 2. (Original) An interface circuit according to Claim 8 further comprising another power supply 
circuit for providing the computer logic circuit with an additional input having a different predetermined 
voltage level in response to the first supply voltage. 

13. (Original) An interface circuit according to Claim 8 wherein the interface circuit and the 
computer logic circuit are mounted upon an adapter card that is capable of being plugged into an adapter 
slot to thereby establish electrical contact with at least a first power rail providing the first supply voltage. 

14. (Currently amended) A method implemented bv an interface circuit for supplying a computer 
logic circuit with first and second inputs having res pective fi rst and second predetermined voltage levels 
^np a ntiii a ly frftf fre diff e rent from each other and from ground, the method comprising: 

providing the computer logic circuit with the first input having the first predetermined voltage 
level based upon a first supply voltage; 

determining if a second supply voltage that is different from th e first supply voltage and from 
ground is present; and 

providing the computer logic circuit with the second input having the second predetermined 
voltage level, 

wherein providing the second input comprises providing the second input having the second 
predetermined voltage level based upon both the first and second supply voltages if the second 
supply voltage is present, and 

wherein providing the second input comprises providing the second input having the second 
predetermined voltage level based only upon the first supply voltage if the second supply voltage 
is unavailable. 

15. (Original) A method according to Claim 14 wherein providing the computer logic circuit with 
the second input in instances in which the second supply voltage iB present comprises: 

providing a first portion of the second input with a first tolerance based upon the first supply 
voltage; and 
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providing a second portion of the Becand input with a second tolerance based upon the second 
supply voltage. 

1 6. (Original) A method according to Claim 1 5 wherein the second portion of the second input is 
provided with a looser tolerance than the first portion of the second input. 

17. (Original) A method according to Claim 14 further comprising isolating the second supply 
voltage and the computer logic circuit by permitting the second supply voltage to be provided to the 
computer logic circuit without permitting the computer logic circuit to drive the second supply YOltflge. 
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